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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact: Joan Whitson, Early Literacy Coordinator,
Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties:
(904) 819-3544 or jwhitson@elcpsj.org

Spreading the Story of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library
Local Speakers Bureau Available

Photo Link: http://www.flickr.com/photos/dollyslibraryfl/4974165032/  See caption below.

August 9th, 2010, PUTNAM & ST. JOHNS COUNTIES, Fla. - The Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties is spreading the story of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, (DPIL) through presentations to area community groups. The DPIL improves early literacy and strengthens communities by providing free books to preschoolers. All children in St. Johns and Putnam Counties who were born after May 1, 2008 are eligible to receive a free book each month.

Started by famed entertainer Dolly Parton in her home county in East Tennessee in 1996, the Imagination Library has since provided 25 Million books to more than 574,000 children across the country, Canada and the United Kingdom.

Quick Local DPIL Facts:
·Children younger than five years old, and born after May 1, 2008, receive up to 60 books throughout the program.
·The DPIL program serves more than 2,400 children in St. Johns and Putnam Counties.
·There is no cost to participating children or families. The local program is funded by the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam and St. John’s and private donations.

Volunteers for the Early Learning Coalition are available to speak to community groups about the DPIL program and how residents and organizations can help. For more information about the DPIL, or to schedule a presentation about the program for your group, contact Joan Whitson of the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns at (904) 819-3544 or visit www.DollysLibraryFL.com <http://www.dollyslibraryfl.com/>
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PHOTO CAPTION
Volunteers for the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties are available to speak to community groups about the Dolly Parton Imagination Library program for area preschoolers. Speakers include, from left, Joan Whitson, Marie Cashat, John "JB" Birney, Jared Dollar, Rick Burke and Dawn Bell. www.DollysLibraryFL.com
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