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Sharing a Mission: The Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties and WIC join to promote early literacy
Program goal puts free books in the hands of all newborns in Putnam and St. Johns Counties
September 22, 2008, PUTNAM & ST. JOHNS COUNTIES, Fla. – Two agencies that care for the needs of young children and parents join together to promote early literacy. 

Putnam County Health Dept. WIC program has joined the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam and St. Johns Counties (ELCPSJ) to give free books to parents through the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. Parents of Putnam and St. Johns County newborns (born after May 1, 2008) are eligible to register for this nationwide program. 

Parents coming to WIC offices can fill out a registration form in order to receive an age-appropriate book each month in the mail until their fifth birthday at no charge to the parent. 
Since beginning this program in July, more than 68 new parents have registered, with a significant amount coming from the WIC program. 

“We invite other agencies who want to get on board the literacy express to contact us,” said Jena Waters, Projects Coordinator for ELCPSJ.  “Reading to your child at a young age is so fundamental for early learning success; we hope that more of the community will assist us in the mission of getting books into the hands of our children.”

Other organizations joining the Dolly Parton Imagination Library’s mission are the Putnam County Medical Center, St. Johns County Education Foundation, St. Johns County Public Library and the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce. 
Parents can sign up by calling 386-328-8225. For more information or to sponsor this program, contact Jena Waters at the ELCPSJ at 386-328-8225; jwaters@elcpsj.org or visit www.elcpsj.org. 
The Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties
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Photo caption: David Kastensmidt (right), Nutrition Program Director in Putnam County registers new mother Vita Paltridge (left) and son Dax Paltridge in the new Dolly Parton Imagination Library program, which gives free children’s books to parents of newborns (www.elcpsj.org).
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