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Early Learning Coalition Launches Dolly Parton Imagination Library

Program goal puts books in the hands of all newborns in Putnam and St. Johns Counties
July 22, 2008, PUTNAM & ST. JOHNS COUNTIES, Fla. - Reading to a child from the day they are born is one of the most simple and beneficial gifts a parent can give. 

Because the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam and St. Johns Counties (ELCPSJ) has a mission of helping families with resources to benefit their young child, ELCPSJ is launching a program that will put books in the hands of all parents with newborns through the nationwide Dolly Parton Imagination Library program. 
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library allows for children, born after May 1, 2008, to receive an age-appropriate book every month until their fifth birthday at no charge to the parent.
 “Our goal at the Early Learning Coalition is to make sure that every child born in Putnam & St. Johns Counties has books that parents’ can read to them, helping to ensure that every child is ready and prepared for kindergarten,” said ELCPSJ Executive Director, Dawn Bell. “By partnering with the Dolly Parton Imagination Library and with the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce, the St. Johns County Library and the St. Johns County Education Foundation, we are working toward this goal.”


Dolly developed the program in 1995 for her native Sevier County, Tennessee. Dolly wanted to foster a love of reading among her county’s preschool children and their families. She wanted children to be excited about books and to feel the magic that books can create. Moreover, she could ensure that every child would have books, regardless of their family’s income. 

After much thought, Dolly decided to offer her Imagination Library for replication in any community that would financially support it. 


How the program works in Putnam & St. Johns Counties

The Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties makes the program accessible to all preschool children in the counties through a partnership with the St. Johns County Education Foundation and the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce. The ELC and donors to the program pay for the books and mailing, the chamber helps with the promotion of the program.  St. Johns County Education Foundation accepts all donations to the program (via: http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/donate/) and the St. Johns County Library registers and manages the database for donors and children. From there The Dollywood Foundation takes over and manages the system to deliver the books to the home. 

Once enrolled, each child's first book will be the classic "The Little Engine That Could." Each child will continue to receive one hardcover, age-appropriate book free each month until he or she reaches the age of five as long as you live in Putnam or St. Johns County. 

To reach newborns in the counties Flagler and Putnam Community Medical Centers will be participating, offering parents the option to enroll, however, all eligible children are able to request a registration packet by contacting Jena Waters at the Early Learning Coalition at 386-328-8225.
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