NEWS RELEASE

The Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties Appoints New Executive Director

	Quick Facts:

· Dawn Bell is new Executive Director for the Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties

· Bell was former Program & Outreach Coordinator for the Coalition

· Bell has worked with the Army, the United Way of Metro Atlanta, the Salvation Army and the ARC Jacksonville

· Bell is a graduate of the University of Florida and a St. Augustine resident


September 7, 2007 – PUTNAM & ST. JOHNS COUNTIES, Fla. - The Early Learning Coalition of Putnam & St. Johns Counties, which offers family, child care provider and educational program services, announces the appointment of a new Executive Director. Dawn Bell was selected following an executive search process. 
“She [Bell] will be a great asset to our organization,” said Nancy Pearson, Chair, ELC of Putnam and St. Johns Counties Board of Directors.  “The services provided to our children of these counties are vital.  The investment in our children and their preparation for school success will affect our schools in the future.  An experienced, dedicated, and educated executive director and staff is most important in working with the state to expedite these school readiness programs for our children throughout both counties.”
Bell, who has served as Program and Outreach Coordinator for the Early Learning Coalition (ELC) since 2005, has a background in non-profit administration and program development. Bell played a key role in creating the 200+ page Coalition Plan for 2006-2008. As Outreach Coordinator she informed parents regarding the counties’ school readiness and VPK programs, increasing awareness of early learning options. Bell worked with the coalition’s primary provider to assure that basic information about early childhood education services and programs were made available to the community for families in poverty to make informed decisions.  

"We were so fortunate to have 69 applicants for the Coalition Director’s position,” said board member Alice DeMent.  “During our interviews we were interviewing for four things; experience with early childhood education, leading a staff, planning and controlling a budget, and working with a board of directors. Dawn had the best overall experience for this position and we are so pleased she accepted the job."

Bell is a Jacksonville native and graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in public relations. She also holds a Master’s in Public Administration from Georgia State University. Post-college, Bell joined the Army where she served as an international journalist and archivist. Following military service,  Bell worked for the United Way of Metro Atlanta to manage their Combined Federal Campaign which nearly doubled in donations from 1994-2002.  Bell moved back to Jacksonville in 2002 as a consultant with the Salvation Army and then became the first development director for the ARC of Jacksonville in 2005. 

 “As Executive Director, I have the wonderful responsibility to ensure quality care options for children and families in Putnam and St. Johns Counties,” said Bell.  “I look forward to working in collaboration with Episcopal Children's Services, who serves as our central agency, to strengthen our local early learning systems and I am thrilled to be leading a professional staff with the dedication to get it done.”
Bell and her husband, Joseph, and daughter, Lily, are residents of St. Augustine.
The Early Learning Coalition is a 501c3 non-profit organization, funded by the State of Florida and local governments, with a mandate to support early learning in Putnam & St. Johns counties.  Fr more information, see www.sunkidz.net. 
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